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Havemeyer did not actually throw the effigy of the twen-
ty-eighth President into the fire, but she persisted in trying to
light more kindling for the flames after the police told her to
stop. It was her first protest of this kind. She had marched in a
few parades but, as the wealthy widow of a sugar magnate, she
had mostly been a benefactor, raising funds by exhibiting the
extensive art collection—Rembrandt, El Greco, Manet—that she
kept in her Upper East Side mansion. Her brush with the law
scandalized her neighbors on Fifth Avenue, but it qualified her
to go on a national 1a11road tour of women who had been ar-
rested for the cause of women's suffrage.

There were already more than enough jailbirds to fill the
so-called Prison Special, not because the American suffragists
were particularly radical but because so many of them had
been convicted of crimes as frivolous as striking matches. Dis-
paraged as militants, the women who stood vigil in front of the
White House were the first people ever to stage a protest there,
and dozens of them were sent to prison. Many more were heck-
led or spat upon by passersby, had their banners and sashes
torn to pieces by mobs, and were knocked down by police.

Seventy years had passed since the Seneca Falls Convention,

where hundreds of people had gathered in upstate New York to
discuss the rights of women, including the right to vote. Forty
years had passed since a federal amendment to the Constitution
was introduced to extend the franchise to women.

Suffragists had tried and failed to convince the courts that
the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments already did so. The
rest of the country was unconvinced, too, and female suffrage
remained a controversial cause in American politics. A hun-
dred years ago, though, the Nineteenth Amendment finally
passed both houses of the United States Congress, and then

2019-07-03

it is worth considering not only what these women were fighting for but why
they had to fight so hard, and who, exactly, was fighting against them.

Havemeyer did not actually throw the effigy of the twenty-eighth Pres-
ident into the fire, but she persisted in trying to light more kindling for the
flames after the police told her to stop. It was her first protest of this kind.
She had marched in a few parades but, as the wealthy widow of a sugar
magnate, she had mostly been a benefactor, raising funds by exhibiting the
extensive art collection—Rembrandt, El Greco, Manet—that she kept in her
Upper East Side mansion. Her brush with the law scandalized her neighbors
on Flfth Avenue, but it gualified her to go on a national railroad tour of wom-
en who had been arrested for the cause of women's suffrage.

There were already more than enough jailbirds to fill the so-called Pris-
on Special, not because the American suffragists were particularly radical
but because so many of them had been convicted of crimes as frivolous as
striking matches. Disparaged as “militants,” the women who stood vigil in
front of the White House were the first people ever to stage a protest there,
and dozens of them were sent to prison. Many moere were heckled or spat
upon by passersby, had their banners and sashes torn to pieces by mobs, and
were knocked down by police.
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Havemeyer did not actually throw the effigy of the twen-
ty-eighth President into the fire, but she persisted in trying to
light more kindling for the flames after the police told her to
stop. It was her first protest of this kind. She had marched in
a few parades but, as the wealthy widow of a sugar magnate,
she had mostly been a benefactor, raising funds by exhibiting
the extensive art collection—Rembrandt, El Greco, Manet—
that she kept in her Upper East Side mansion. Her brush with
the law scandalized her neighbors on Fifth Avenue, but it
qualified her to go on a national railroad tour of women who
had been arrested for the cause of women’s suffrage.

There were already more than enough jailbirds to fill the
so-called Prison Special, not hecause the American suffragists
were particularly radical but because so many of them had
been convicted of crimes as frivolous as striking matches.
Disparaged as militants, the women who stood vigil in front
of the White House were the first people ever to stage a pro-
test there, and dozens of them were sent to prison. Many more
were heckled or spat upon by passersby, had their banners
and sashes torn to pieces by mobs, and were knocked down
by police.

Seventy years had passed since the Seneca Falls Conven-
tion, where hundreds of people had gathered in upstate New
York to discuss the rights of women, including the right to
vote. Forty years had passed since a federal amendment to the
Constitution was introduced to extend the franchise to wom-
en.

Suffragists had tried and failed to convince the courts that
the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments already did so. The
rest of the country was unconvinced, too, and female suffrage
remained a controversial cause in American politics. A hun-
dred years ago, though, the Nineteenth Amendment finally
passed both houses of the United States Congress, and then

2019-07-03

it is worth considering not only what these women were fighting for but
why they had to fight so hard, and who, exactly, was fighting against them.
Havemeyer did not actually throw the effigy of the twenty-eighth
President into the fire, but she persisted in trying to light more kindling
for the flames after the police told her to stop. It was her first protest of
this kind. She had marched in a few parades but, as the wealthy widow of a
sugar magnate, she had mostly been a benefactor, raising funds by exhibit-
ing the extensive art collection—Rembrandt, E1 Greco, Manet—that she kept
in her Upper East Side mansion. Her brush with the law scandalized her
neighbors on Fifth Avenue, but it qualified her to go on a national railroad
tour of women who had been arrested for the cause of women’s suffrage.
There were already more than enough jailbirds to fill the so-called
Prison Special, not because the American suffragists were particularly
radical but because so many of them had heen convicted of crimes as friv-
olous as striking matches. Disparaged as “militants,” the women who stood
vigil in front of the White House were the first people ever to stage a protest
there, and dozens of them were sent to prison. Many more were heckled
or spat upon by passershy, had their banners and sashes torn to pieces by
mobs, and wel};e knocked down by police.
Seventy years h}d passed since the Seneca Falls Convention, where hundreds of people
had gathered in upstate New York to discuss the rights of women, including the right to vote.

Forty years had passed since a federal amendment to the Constitution was introduced to
extend the franchise to women. Havemeyer did not actually throw the effigy of the twen-

. ty-eighth President into the fire, but she persisted in trying to light more kindling for the

flames after the police told her to stop. It was her first protest of this kind. She had marched in
a few parades but, as the wealthy widow of a sugar magnate, she had mostly heen a benefactor,
raising funds by exhibiting the extensive art collection—Rembrandt, El Greco, Manet—that
she kept in her Upper East Side mansion. Her brush with the law scandalized her neighbors
on Fifth Avenue, butit qualified her to go on a national railroad tour of women who had been
arrested for the cause of women's suffrage.

There were already more than enough jailbirds to fill the so-called Prison Special, not
because the American suffragists were particularly radical but because so many of them
had been convicted of crimes as frivolous as striking matches. Disparaged as “militants,” the
women who stood vigil in front of the White House were the first people ever to stage a protest
there, and dozens of them were sent to prison. Many more were heckled or spat upon by
passershy, had their banners and sashes torn to pieces by mobs, and were knocked down by
police.

Havemeyer did not actually throw the effigy of the twenty-eighth President into the fire,
but she persisted in trying to light more kindling for the flames after the police told her to
stop. It was her first protest of this kind. She had marched in a few parades but, as the wealthy
widow of a sugar magnate, she had mostly been a benefactor, raising funds by exhibiting the
extensive art collection—Rembrandt, El Greco, Manet—that she kept in her Upper East Side
mansion. Her brush with the law scandalized her neighbors on Fifth Avenue, but it qualified
her to go on a national railroad tour of women who had been arrested for the cause of women's
suffrage.

There were already more than enough jailbirds to fill the so-called Prison Special, not
because the American suffragists were particularly radical but because so many of them had
been convicted of crimes as frivolous as striking matches. Disparaged as militants, the women
who stood vigil in front of the White House were the first people ever to stage a protest there,
and dozens of them were sent to prison. Many more were heckled or spat upon by passersby,
had their banners and sashes torn to pieces by mobs, and were knocked down by police.
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Havemeyer did not actually throw the effigy of the twenty-eighth President
into the fire, but she persisted in trying to light more kindling for the flames
after the police told her to stop. 1t was her first protest of this kind. She had
marched in a few parades hut, as the wealthy widow of a sugar magnate, she
had mostly been a benefactor, raising funds by exhibiting the extensive art
collection—Rembrandt, Fl Greco, Manet—that she kept in her Upper Fast
Side mansion. Ier brush with the law scandalized her neighbors on Fifth
Avenue, bul it qualified her to go on a national railroad tour of women who
had been arrested for the cause of women’s suff rage.

There were already more than enough jailbirds to fill the so-called Pris-
on Special, not because the American su (fragists were particularly radical
but because so many of them had heen convicted of erimes as frivolous as
striking matches. Disparaged as militants, the women who stood vigil in
front of the White House were the first people ever to stage a protest there,
and dozens of them were sent to prison. Many more were heckled or spat
upon by passershy, had their banners and sashes tom to pieces by mobs, and
were knocked down by police.

Seventy years had passed since the Seneca Falls Convention, where
hundreds of people had gathered in upstate New York to discuss the rights
of women, including the right to vote. Forly years had passed since a federal
amendment to the Constitution was introduced to extend the franchise to
women.

Suffragists had tried and failed to convince the courts that the Four-
teenth and Fifteenth Amendments already did so. The rest of the country
was unconvinced, too, and female su ffrage remained a controversial cause in
American politics. A hundred years ago, though, the Nineteenth Amendment
[inally passed both houses of the United States Congress, and then

2019-07-03

itis worth considering not only what these women were fighting for but why they had 10 fight
so hard, and who, exactly, was fighting against them.

Havemeyer did not actually throw the effigy of the twenty-eighth President into the
fire, but she persisted in trying to light more kindling for the flames after the police teld her
to stop. It was her first protest of this kind. She had marched in a fow paraces but, as the
wealthy widow of a sugar magnate, she had mostly been a henefactor, raising funds by exhib-
iting the extensive art collection—Rembrandt, El Greco, Manct—that she kept in her Upper
Fast Side mansion. Her brush with the law scandalized her neighbors on Fifth Avenue, but it
qualified her 10 go on a national railroad tour of women who had been arrested for the cause
of women'’s suffrage.

There were already more than enough jailbirds 1o fill the so-called Prison Special, not
because the American suffragists were particularly radical but because so many of them
had been convicted of crimes as frivolous as striking matches, Disparaged as “militants,”
the women who stood vigil in front of the White House were the first people ever to stage a
protest there, and dozens of them were sent 1o prison. Many more were heckled or spat u pon
by passersby, had their banners and sashes torn to pieces by mobs, and were knocked down
by police.
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