
4 - Versioned Snapshot Generation

1 - Discovery

Media Cloud

PushShift.io

Query for matching stories

Query for matches

Reddit 
Submissions

Extract shared URLs

Open Web 
URLs

Open Web 
URLs

Google

Query for search results

Open Web 
URLs

Candidate URLs

Extract links 
from HTML

2 - Spidering

Fetch content 
from URL

Extract content 
from HTML

Text Content

HTML Content

Identify publisher (URL-based)

Media Cloud

Extract media metadata

Send full text
NYT Theme Detector

Tag story with Theme

Send full text

CLIFF-CLAVIN
Tag story with entities

3 - Story Processing

Topic Story & 
Metadata Corpus

Send a canonical URL

Facebook

Save global share counts

Extract platform metadata 
from discover process Save in-corpus share counts

Original Content

Media Cloud Topic Dataflow

CSV upload

Ingest CSV with URLs and metadata

Open Web 
URLs

Filter for relevancy 
based on keywords

HTML Content

Deduplicate by 
normalizing URLs

Candidate URLs

Linked URLs

Add new URLs

HTML Content

Deduplicate 
based on title

HTML Content Linked URLs

Extract links from HTML Save inlinks & outlinks

Date Guesser
Find potential publication dates Save guessed publication date

Group stories and 
links by week & 
month

Topic Timespans

Analyze links 
between stories 
and associated 
metrics

Network Maps

Evaluate user's 
subtopic creation 
criteria

User-Defined 
Subtopics

Group stories 
based on 
platform they 
were discovered 
on

System-Created 
Subtopics

Aggregate 
URL-sharing 
metrics by story 
and media source

Topic-Level
Influence Metrics


